
This past month brought many parents and family members to our school to 
celebrate Veterans Day. We again send our gratitude to all veterans and  were 
happy to  honor  those  of  you who were able to join  us for our first recognition 
assembly. During American Education Week, we were thrilled to be able to wel-
come approximately 800 parents for a variety of events.  Students and parents  
engaged in various STEM projects, created masks and worked on Thanksgiving 
placemats during the week.   
 
In November, students also brought home the first report cards of the school 
year. As introduced earlier this year by classroom teachers, a student who re-
ceives a score of “3” on an assessment has demonstrated the understanding or 
skill necessary to “Meet the Standard.”     The goal is for all students to demon-
strate proficiency as described by the level “3” learning target. In order to re-
ceive a score of “4” on an assessment, a child must meet the level “3” learning 
target  and also demonstrate application of more complex concepts related to 
level “3.”   A child who “Exceeds the Standard” produces work that shows in-
depth understanding of the grade level concepts.  
 
Teachers use formative assessments to help guide instruction.     The numerical 
score given on formative assessments, when recorded, is used along with sum-
mative scores to report progress toward the topic statements under each con-
tent area on the report card.   Overall letter grades of A-F (grades 3-5 only) 
are an average of assessments over the quarter,   not an average of report card 
topic statements.  Please be sure to call the school with any questions that you 
may have about your child’s report card. 

From the Principal’s Desk 

 

The Cardinal Ridge Chronicles 

December 2014 

Dates to Remember 

 

Winter Chorus Concert 

December 4, 2014 

 

Spirit Week 

December  15-19, 2014 

Monday: Camouflage 

Tuesday: Spies/Mustaches 

Wednesday: Ugly Sweater/
Socks 

Thursday: School Spirit 

Friday: Tie Dye 

 

PTO Meeting 

December 18, 2014 

 

Winter Break 

December 22, 2014—
January 2, 2015 

 

Rising 6th Grade Parents 
Night 

January  28, 2014, 7pm 
@Mercer MS 

 
 

 

Mrs. Sogegian gives out the first feather. 



, 
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Third Grade Performance 

Giant School ID# 18381                      Harris Teeter ID#  2688 

Support Our School Top Ten classes  

1. Getchell- 481 

2. Fulop- 457 

3. Davis, W- 327 

4. Murray- 269 

4. McWhorter- 269 

6. Caggiano- 240 

7. Balas- 209 

8. Hanna- 208 

9. Bush- 205 

10. Feeser- 201 

November Box Top Collection 

Our third grade students performing “Why Do Mosquitoes 
Buzz in People’s Ears?” 

The Dulles South Food Pantry is grateful to Cardinal Ridge Elemen-
tary School for collecting 460 pounds of food for the pantry.  Thank 
you to everyone who donated.  Your help is so appreciated!!  
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In the event that weather or other reasons require either closing or delaying the opening of school before buses start on their 
routes, announcements will be made over a number of radio and TV stations by 6:00 am as well posted on the LCPS website at 
www.lcps.org.  The listed stations are notified by direct calls and should be the primary stations that are monitored. News 
Channel 8; WMAL (630 AM); WMRE (1550 AM); WRC (TV 4); FOX (TV 5); WINC (92.5 FM); WJLA (TV 7); WUSA (TV 9); WTOP 
(1500 AM & 103.5 FM). 

 
Delays 

In the event of a delayed opening, please stay tuned to the radio/TV station in case 
some change in the weather causes schools to be closed for the day.  A 1-hour delay 
would mean that all morning programs will begin one hour later.  Morning Kinder-
garten will begin school one hour later and will be dismissed at the regular time.  Af-
ternoon Kindergarten will begin on time.  A 2-hour delay would mean that school 
opening would be delayed for two hours with specific alternatives to certain pro-
grams. Morning Kindergarten will begin school two (2) hours later and remain in 
school for two hours, leaving school one hour later than normal.  Afternoon Kinder-
garten will begin school 1 hour later. 
 

Early Closings 

Early closings of school may occur if weather conditions deteriorate once students 
are in school.  If you suspect an early closing, stay tuned to your local TV or radio sta-
tion and/or the LCPS website at www.lcps.org.  Please avoid calling the school.  
Phone lines must be kept open for emergency calls. 

 
 

CLOSING OF SCHOOL/DELAYS 

In Guidance Lessons this month students will be working on the following 
concepts: 

  
Kindergarten- Kindergarten students are focusing on being              

generous, whether it’s giving help, giving friendship, or thinking of others. 
  

First Grade- First graders are learning strategies for coping with   
anger that don’t hurt others or get them in trouble.   

  
Second Grade- In second grade, students are discussing the importance of 

being an empathetic friend who cares about others’ feelings.   Ask your 
second grader if they would like to spend a “Weekend with Wendell!” 

  
Third Grade- Third graders are learning about 6 test taking strategies they can 

use. In addition, they are determining which kind of a learning style they favor and how 
they can study best.  

  
Fourth Grade- In fourth grade, we are focusing on goal setting to create a plan for       

academic success. 
  

Fifth Grade- Fifth graders are talking about bullying and UPSTANDERS, bystanders 
who help to make the situation better! Cyber bullying is also a focus this month.  

Guidance 
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Girls On The Run 

American  Education  

Week 

Parents visited Cardinal 
Ridge to help create 
Thanksgiving mats, build 
homes of the future, and 
kicking machines. 
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Whenever a student is absent from school, documentation is required to verify the reason for the absence.  Parents 
are required to notify the school as to the reason for the absence. This may be done through the school’s Absentee 
Phone-in line.  If the parent has not called the school to verify the absence, the school will make a reasonable effort 
to call the parent to verify the day’s absence. Upon the student’s return to school, a written explanation from a par-
ent or guardian is required for each absence.  The note should include: date(s) of the absence, reason for the ab-
sence, and signature of the parent/guardian. 

Students are excused for personal illness, a death in the family, medical or dental appointments, court appearanc-
es, religious holidays, illness in the immediate family, or emergencies that require the student to be absent.    All 
other absences will be unexcused.     Families are strongly encouraged to schedule all vacations during breaks from 
school, so students do not miss essential instruction.  Please notify the teacher and the principal in advance of fam-
ily vacations however, vacations will be considered unexcused absences and students are expected to complete 
work missed during their absence.   

If a student is absent for more than 10 days or 10% of the total number of days membership, whichever is 
determined appropriate by the principal,    the school will send a letter to the parents requiring a physi-
cian’s note for all further absences.  At the principal’s discretion, contact may be made sooner or waived 
due to extenuating circumstances.  At the point at which a student accumulates 5 unexcused absences, a referral 
will be made to the Attendance Officer. 

Occasional tardiness for valid reasons is not a serious offense; however, repeated  or  habitual  tardiness  encour-
ages  the  formation of undesirable personal habits and disrupts the orderly instructional process of the school. 
When a student arrives after the 7:50 am bell, parents must escort their child to the office and assist him/her in 
obtaining a tardy pass to class.  This is a requirement of LCPS to ensure the safety and well-being of the student.   

If a student is tardy more than 10 times, a letter will be sent to the parent as notification of the school’s concern for 
the student’s non-attendance, and a physician’s note may be required.   If the pattern of tardiness does not im-
prove a referral will be made to the Attendance Officer. 

ATTENDANCE  

DISMISSAL 

Students will be sent home in the usual manner unless we  
receive a note from a parent/guardian.  Unfortunately, with 
young children, we cannot accept their verbal requests for 
changes in their dismissal plans without your written           
permission.   Student safety is our utmost concern! 

GIVING TREE 

Our school will be facilitating a giving 
tree to help families in need during 
the holiday season.  The tree will be 
on display in our main hallway start-
ing November 24th, 2014.  Please 
choose an item to donate and make a 
local family’s holiday better.  We will 
also be hosting a winter gear drive 
which will include coats, mittens, 
scarves and hats for local shelters and 
the homeless of Loudoun County. 


